
8.6 Freedom and Security 
of the Person
Government and Politics



Essential question for this unit

How much power should the government 
have?



Review Due Process of Law
Due process = fair procedures, follow the rules 
established
procedural = how government acted
substantive = what government created

14th amendment incorporate due process to the states
Individual rights balance with public good
search warrant
eminent domain - just compensation



Limited Government

Many of the restrictions (limited government) 
placed on the government are intended to 
protect the right of every American to be 
free.
to be secure in their persons and 
secure in their homes

This has not always been the case



Slavery and Involuntary Servitude
13th Amendment

free from forced labor and discrimination
Historically these rights were not always protected.

Today, the Court has several times held that 
the 13th amendment gives Congress 
significant power to abolish “incidents of 
slavery”



Right to Keep and Bear Arms

2nd amendment
Does it protect only the right of each State to keep a 
militia?

Or, does it also give to individuals a right to keep and 
bear arms?

The Court continues to hear cases challenging 
laws that limit an individual’s right to keep 
and bear arms



Security of Home and Person

4th amendment
basic rule that law enforcement have no general right 
to search for evidence or seize property without a 
proper search warrant.

A warrant can be obtained only with probable cause 
- suspicion of a crime

Police do not always need a warrant
Ex. evidence in plain view



Security of Home and Person

4th Amendment cases are complicated due to 
various circumstances



The heart of the guarantee against unreasonable 
searches and seizures lies in this question:
If an unlawful search or seizure does occur, can that 
“tainted evidence” be used in court?

In response, the Court adopted the exclusionary 
rule = evidence gained as a result of an 
illegal act by police cannot be used at the 
trial

Exclusionary Rule



Patriot Act
violation of privacy in the name of security

Balancing security and liberty

Exclusionary Rule



The Supreme Court has narrowed the scope of the exclusionary rule by allowing 
evidence to be admissible in cases that it previously had not. What is the 
purpose of that rule?



Right to Privacy

The constitutional guarantees of due process 
create a right of privacy (“the right to be left 
alone”)
Challenging scenarios

abortion - a woman’s right to privacy

Research shows most Americans favor additional legal 
protections against abuses of their data



http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/01/20/the-
state-of-privacy-in-america/



Review/Reflection

Review Freedom and Security of the Person


